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BASIC SUPPORT /09 

Thank You! - New Challenges 

2009 Our Church's Wider Mission — 2009 was a year in which the churches of the 
Southeast Conference stepped up to the challenges of these economic times. Our 
giving to OCWM Basic Support in 2009 was over $280,000, the highest level of giving 
in the history of the Conference. A little over $270,000 of that was from congregations, 
and the rest from the generosity of individual gifts through newly organized Friends of 
the Conference. Thank you to all who contributed and who encouraged the generosity 
of their churches. Look up your church's giving on the listing following this article. 
OCWM is the heart of our support for the Conference, its mission, and the mission of 
the entire United Church of Christ. It is the way in which we support the work and 
ministry of the entire church in all of its settings. 

Our Covenant 
Keepers effort 
encourages 
churches to tithe 
or give at least 
10% of their 
operating budget 
to OCWM Basic 
Support. Of our 51 
churches, nine are 
Covenant 
Keepers. Of 
those nine, seven 
began as new 
church starts or 
affiliated with the 
United Church of 

Christ within the last decade, setting an example for all of our churches. Covenant 
Keeping new churches are: Sandy Creek UCC, Lafayette, AL, Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, 
Peace Congregational UCC, Clemson, SC, Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia, SC, 
Beloved Community UCC, Birmingham, United Church of Cookeville, TN, and Holy 
Trinity Community UCC, Nashville. The two other Covenant Keepers are Pleasant Hill 
Community UCC, TN, and Liberty Congregational Christian Church, Brantley AL. We 
invite all churches to become Covenant Keepers. They can also become Strive to 
Tithers by accepting a goal of 1% of their annual operating budget a year increase in 
giving until they reach a goal of 10%. 

The largest gifts to OCWM Basic Support are: $36,000 from Central Congregational 
UCC, Atlanta, $33,500, Pleasant Hill Community UCC, $33,000 from Holy Trinity 
Community UCC, Nashville, $21,000, Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Birmingham, and 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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$18,000 from Circular Congregational UCC, Charleston. Each of these congregations 
has been able to maintain or increase their giving in recent years. 

Here is another side of this picture: below you can see, fifteen of our churches which 
contributed nothing to OCWM, fully one third of our churches. This is an area of deep 
concern to us. 

This is not unusual as a pattern of giving. We depend on five churches for almost 50% 
of our giving, and three times that number give nothing. For our giving to grow 
stronger, we will need additional congregations to accept the challenge to become 
Covenant Keepers and Strive to Tithers. We will be working over the course of this year 
to raise the awareness of OCWM Basic Support as the giving that builds our capacity 
to strengthen our local churches, to build new churches, to equip leadership, and to 
reach around the world with a Gospel that empowers, heals, renews, and reconciles in 
the name of the still speaking God. 

Click here to see Churches' OCWM Gifts. 
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